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Michael Alexander Bliss     
215.806.0153 | mbliss8@tamu.edu | michaelabliss.com 

     
OBJECTIVE STATEMENT  
Conservation biologist equipped to advance the understanding and protection of critically endangered primates, 
communities, and ecosystems. Committed to addressing high-priority ecological and anthropogenic challenges by 
applying innovative research methodologies and community-driven conservation strategies to restore biodiversity 
and enhance the long-term viability of populations and ecosystems across vulnerable environments. 
  
EDUCATION          
Texas A&M, College of Arts & Sciences, College Station, TX                                                          8/2025 – Present 
PhD, Ecology & Evolutionary Biology; Interdisciplinary Merit Fellow 
 
Activities & Leadership Roles      
• Graduate & Professional Student Government: EEB IDP Representative                                 8/2025 – Present 
• Graduate & Professional Student Government: Research Promotion Subcommittee          9/2025 – Present 
• Applied Biodiversity Science Program: Undergraduate Liaison              9/2025 – Present 
 
Kent State University, College of Arts & Sciences, Kent, OH                                                          8/2022 – 5/2024   
Master of Arts, Biological Anthropology     
• Thesis: Identifying Ateles geoffroyi individuals noninvasively using third-generation sequencing technologies    
    
Activities & Leadership Roles      
• Graduate Student Senate: Department of Anthropology Representative                                    8/2022 – 5/2024    
• Research Award Committee: Grant Reviewer for thesis project funding                                        8/2023 – 5/2024     

                     
Temple University, College of Liberal Arts, Philadelphia, PA                                                          8/2016 – 12/2020    
Bachelor of Arts, Liberal Studies     
     
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE     
University of California, Santa Barbara – Research Assistant                                                          9/2024 – 1/2025  
• Ecology and Conservation Biology (PI: Hilary Young)          
  
Kent State University, Kent OH - Research Assistant                                8/2023 – 5/2024  
• Primate Endocrinology (PI: Rafaela Takeshita), Molecular Biology (PI: Wilson Chung)                    
                                                        
Kent State University, Kent OH - Teaching Assistant                      8/2022 – 5/2023    
• Issues in Human Evolution, Introduction to Archeology, Introduction to Human Evolution               
     
FIELD RESEARCH EXPERIENCE                     
Principal Investigator Ambodimarohita, Madagascar                                                                         6/2025 – 7/2025 
• Led and coordinated biodiversity conservation research and efforts, including line-transect surveys across taxa; 

morphometrics, biological sampling, and focal follows of Eulemur spp.; geospatial mapping of fragment 
boundaries and surrounding human landscape (villages, agriculture, disturbances); and capacity-building 
trainings for local community members in biodiversity monitoring techniques 

•  
Research Technician, Tetiaroa, French Polynesia                                      1/2025  
• Worked to quantify the groundwater consumption of native versus invasive tree species using sapflow probes to 

enhance the management of groundwater resources; assess the influence of terrestrial crabs on forest nutrient 
cycles through exclosures equipped with ‘fluxbot’ sensors to monitor soil nutrients; and capture Birgus latro 
population densities across motu to study the effects of forest types on crab communities 

  
Research Technician, Ranomafana National Park, Madagascar                                                    11/2024 – 12/2024   
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• Organized and oversaw the reconnaissance and excavation of Hippopotamus spp. subfossils within the newly 
described Florence’s Cave system within the northern parcel of Ranomafana National Park 
 

Research Consultant, Ambodimarohita, Madagascar                                                                     10/2024 – 11/2024  
• Coordinated biodiversity monitoring research in a highly threatened lowland rainforest fragment to quantify 

baseline biotic data and develop conservation strategies 
  
Principal Investigator, Yasuní National Park, Ecuador                                                                       5/2023 – 8/2023     
• Investigated adrenarche in a population of Lagothrix lagothricha through the collection of fecal samples from 

individuals from different age-categories to map the age-related changes in dehydroepiandrosterone-sulfate     
    
Research Technician, COFAV (southeastern rainforest corridor), Madagascar                                  4/2022 – 7/2022    
• Led two research expeditions which assessed the geographic distributions and population densities of lemur 

species using line-transect surveys  
    
PUBLICATIONS     
Donohue, M. E., Stephens J., Weisenbeck D. R., Martin K. R., Frederick J. H., Black A. N., Ranaivosolo W. J., 
Raheimanjato J. P., Fahmy M., Bliss M., Batist C., Wright P. C., Weisrock D. W., Everson L. M. (in prep). Nascent 
hybrid speciation and genomic swamping in endangered brown lemurs of southeastern Madagascar. 
 
Bliss-Schryer, M. A. (2024). Identifying Ateles geoffroyi Individuals Noninvasively using Third-Generation 
Sequencing Technologies. (Master's thesis, Kent State University). OhioLINK.    
    
Batist, C. H., Bliss, M., Rafamantanantsoa, R., Razafindrakoto, G., Ranaivosolo, J. W., Jean Baptiste, V., Wright, P. 
C., & Donohue, M. E. (2023). Updated lemur species ranges in Madagascar’s Corridor Forestier d’Ambositra 
Vondrozo (COFAV). Folia Primatologica, 94(4-6), 207-223. 
 
CONFERENCES & PRESENTATIONS (*first prize designation)     
Bliss, M., Nelson, B., Ghaju, S., Ghimire, P., Swiney, A., Heath, R, Lamichhaney, S., Chung, W., Takeshita, R. 
Identifying Ateles geoffroyi individuals noninvasively using third-generation sequencing technologies. Poster 
Presentation (April 2024), Kent State University Graduate Student Senate Research Symposium, Kent, OH.       
    
*Batist, C. H., Bliss, M., Donohue, M. E., Rafamantanantsoa, R., Razafindrakoto, G., Ranaivosolo, J. W., Jean    
Baptiste, V., & Wright, P. C. Updated lemur species ranges in Madagascar’s Corridor Forestier d'Ambositra  
Vondrozo. Poster Presentation (April 2023), Kent State University Graduate Student Senate Research Symposium, 
Kent, OH.       
     
Batist, C. H., Bliss, M., Donohue, M. E., Rafamantanantsoa, R., Razafindrakoto, G., Ranaivosolo, J. W., Jean 
Baptiste, V., & Wright, P. C. Lemur Rapid Survey Assessments in the Southeastern Forest Corridor of Madagascar. 
Poster Presentation (October 2022), Midwestern Primate Interest Group, Ann Arbor, MI.     
     
FELLOWSHIPS, GRANTS, AWARDS    
• Zoobitat Conservation Grant: $8,000                   10/2025 
• Re:Wild Lemur Research Action Fund (PI: Tafita Joana Mijoro): $5,000                7/2025 
• Primate Conservation, Inc. Conservation Grant: $3,000                              5/2025 
• International Primatological Society Conservation Grant: $2,000                                          5/2025 
• Zoobitat Conservation Grant: $5,000          5/2025 
• Texas A&M Interdisciplinary Merit Fellowship: $194,000                              4/2025 
• The Leakey Foundation Primate Emergency Research Fund (PI: Patricia Wright): $10,000             12/2024  
• Richard S. Meindl Distinguished Scholars Award: $1,000                                              4/2023     
• American Society of Primatologists Conservation Small Grants: $1,985                                              4/2023     
• The Explorers Club Exploration Fund Grant: $4,728                                                 4/2023     
• Kent State University Graduate Student Senate Research Symposium: $200                                4/2023     

https://etd.ohiolink.edu/acprod/odb_etd/ws/send_file/send?accession=kent1713991676334941&disposition=inline
https://etd.ohiolink.edu/acprod/odb_etd/ws/send_file/send?accession=kent1713991676334941&disposition=inline
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/David-Weisenbeck/publication/371366886_Updated_lemur_species_ranges_in_Madagascar%27s_Corridor_Forestier_d%27Ambositra_Vondrozo_COFAV/links/6481dddab3dfd73b776dad28/Updated-lemur-species-ranges-in-Madagascars-Corridor-Forestier-dAmbositra-Vondrozo-COFAV.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/David-Weisenbeck/publication/371366886_Updated_lemur_species_ranges_in_Madagascar%27s_Corridor_Forestier_d%27Ambositra_Vondrozo_COFAV/links/6481dddab3dfd73b776dad28/Updated-lemur-species-ranges-in-Madagascars-Corridor-Forestier-dAmbositra-Vondrozo-COFAV.pdf
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• Kent State University Graduate Student Senate International Travel Award: $2,000                            3/2023     
• Kent State University Graduate Student Senate Special Contingency Award: $2,000                          2/2023     
• Kent State University Graduate Student Senate Research Award: $2,000                                         11/2022     
• Kent State University Graduate Student Senate Domestic Travel Award: $300                                     9/2022    
• Re:Wild Conservation Grant (PI: Patricia Wright): $5,000                                                  2/2022     
    
FREELANCE, INTERNSHIPS, & VOLUNTEER WORK 
Bird-Friendly Winery, Santa Ynez, CA          4/2025 
• Conducted property-wide bird biodiversity surveys to assess baseline alpha and gamma diversity within and 

across multiple habitat types 
 
Newfound Lake Region Association, Newfound, NH                                                                        6/2024 – 8/2024     
• Performed conservation-specific tasks to protect and preserve the Newfound watershed, including invasive 

species management, water quality monitoring, and stormwater runoff control   
• Conducted a short-term study investigating perchlorate levels before and after 4th of July fireworks    
  
Jacksonville Zoo & Gardens, Jacksonville, FL                                                                           10/2021 – 3/2022     
• Performed husbandry responsibilities for 11 primate species     
• Responsible for monitoring nursing and familial interactions in coquerels sifaka (Propithecus coquereli) and blue 

eyed black lemur (Eulemur flavifrons) neonate groups     
• Contributed to the manatee rehabilitation program, assisting in the restoration and release processes      
• Designed and contributed to research projects designed to progress animal welfare     
     
Endangered Primate Foundation, Jacksonville, FL                                                                          10/2021 – 3/2022     
• Performed husbandry responsibilities for two lemur species    
     
Primate Rescue Center, Nicholasville, KY                                                                                  6/2021 – 8/2021     
• Performed husbandry responsibilities for 12 primate species    
• Published a blog for the sanctuary website on primate sociality     
• Created enrichment items for the chimpanzees to stimulate natural behaviors     
     
Jungle Friends Primate Sanctuary, Gainesville, FL                                                                           2/2021 – 5/2021    
• Performed caretaking responsibilities for 13 neotropical primate species    
• Staged multiple capuchin introductions, monitoring and recording group interactions      
• Participated in procedural necropsies of capuchin and marmoset specimens    
    
CERTIFICATIONS     
• Community Environmental Council; Climate Stewards Certification Program                         9/2024 – 10/2024  
• Association of Zoos & Aquariums; Accredited Animal Trainer                         12/2021    
• Institute of Integrative Nutrition; Integrative Nutrition Health Coach                                       11/2019 – 11/2020    


